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the King, was granted it, and used the opportunity
to stab Henry III to death.
With the death of the last Valois, Henry of
Navarre was legitimate King of France. He had
the powerful Huguenot army at his service and,
because he had hereditary right on his side,
though still a Protestant, numbers of the Catholic
gentry joined him as well. The action of Paris
in preferring religion to hereditary right was
odious to them; but Paris held out and formed
the centre of resistance to the Bourbon.
Up to this point it had seemed probable
that Henry of Navarre would make good his
right to the succession, and that France would
have a Protestant King. If that should take place
all the Protestant leaders (who were quite half
the nobility of the country) would have received
a great accession of power; a general loot of
Church lands would certainly have begun after
the pattern of what had happened in England,
and probably the Faith would ultimately have
been lost to France. Had France gone Protestant,
the centre of gravity in Europe from being with
the Catholic culture would have passed to the
Protestant culture.
What saved the situation was the continued
tenacity of the people of Paris. Although Henry
-of Navarre was still victorious they were deter-
mined not to give way; and, though they were